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I continue to be honored and humbled to serve as the superintendent of the Douglas County School District (DCSD). This is truly a special 
place, and making a difference in the lives of over 68,000 students, and getting to know our 8,300 staff members is incredibly fulfilling. 

Twice a year, this magazine will provide our community with highlights from the current school year. We are more than halfway through 
the 2019-2020 school year and there is already so much to celebrate in DCSD.

Our community came together to support the students and staff at Meadow View Elementary after their building experienced significant 
flood damage in August. Our staff did a phenomenal job ensuring that learning continued in a temporary location while vigorously 
working to get the school building back up and operational by January. That kind of spirit and collaboration here in our district inspires 
me, and I’m proud of the resilience shown by Meadow View’s staff, families, and students.

In September, we officially launched our new, five-year strategic plan. This plan covers six strategic themes which will serve as the 
roadmap to our future. The plan was created in collaboration with our students, families, staff members, and community members. The 
community input received led us to the plan’s six themes. You’ll learn more about our Strategic Plan later in this magazine.

In November, we said farewell to two DCSD Board Directors, Anne-Marie Lemieux and Wendy Vogel. We are incredibly thankful for their 
dedication and service to DCSD over the past four years. We welcomed two new Board Directors, Elizabeth Hanson (District C), and 
Susan Meek (District A), who share our school district’s  commitment to each and every one of our 68,000 students. And, of course, we 
welcomed David Ray as he started his next term as DCSD’s Board President. 

And last, but certainly not least, I’ve been thrilled to watch the improvements to our buildings and facilities that have been made possible 
by you, our wonderful community, via the passage of new local funding in November 2018. We’ve seen roofs repaired, 30-year-old carpet 
replaced, security systems enhanced, and other updates to help ensure that our students have the best possible learning environments. 
I’m also excited for you to meet a few of the 80 new school counselors we were able to add thanks to the Mill Levy Override. 
These amazing people are making a huge difference in the lives of our students. Be sure to read about 
them in this publication.

Thank you again for the outstanding first half of our school year. I’m excited to see what the rest of this 
school year will bring. 

Sincerely,

Thomas S. Tucker, Ph.D.
Superintendent
Douglas County School District 

Welcome to Our Newly Elected and Re-elected 
DCSD Board Directors
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Welcome to Our Newly Elected and Re-elected 
DCSD Board Directors

Susan Meek
Director, District A

          Susan, her husband John, and their 

two children (ThunderRidge High School 

graduates) have lived in Douglas County 

since 2001. She received her MBA in Business 

Economics and Public Policy from George 

Washington University. Her undergraduate 

degrees were in International Business and 

Management, with a French minor. As a 

strategy and communications professional in 

the public education sector since 1997, Susan 

has been successful in bringing together 

individuals and organizations with differing 

perspectives to achieve the common goal 

of advancing public education. Susan has 

worked closely with higher education, 

government, and private industry to create 

and lead cross-sector partnerships involving 

education, job training, and postsecondary 

pathway programs to serve K-12 students. 

      

David Ray
Board President, District F

          David and his wife, Becky, have lived in 

Parker since 1989.  They have two children, 

Megan and Michael, who attended Douglas 

County Schools from kindergarten through 

graduation.  David received a Masters of 

Counseling degree from Colorado Christian 

University and is a Registered Psychotherapist 

(LPCC).  David also has a Masters Degree of 

Education and previously served Douglas 

County Schools as an elementary principal 

for 23 years.  During this time he opened 

three schools (Coyote Creek Elementary, 

Prairie Crossing Elementary, and Mammoth 

Heights Elementary).  He served as principal 

of South Elementary during which it was 

recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School 

of Excellence. David also helped launch the 

district’s Outdoor Education Program and has 

served on multiple committees including: 

the Fiscal Oversight Committee, Responsive 

Government Project Team, Human Resources 

Advisory Council, Building Specification and 

Review Committee, and coordinated the 

Principal Mentorship Program.    

Visit bit.ly/DCSDBOE for the Board of Education directory, 
meeting agendas, minutes, Livestream, and more. 

Elizabeth Hanson
Board Secretary, District C

          Elizabeth and her husband, Jeff, live in 

Highlands Ranch with their three children, 

who currently attend elementary school. 

Elizabeth began her career in Human 

Resources with the Kansas Children’s Service 

League Head Start program after earning a 

degree in Business Administration - Human 

Resources from Kansas State University. She 

later attended the University of Missouri-

Kansas City School of Law where she earned 

her Juris Doctor with an emphasis in Labor 

and Employment Law. As a professional in 

the employment field, Elizabeth has focused 

on building strong organizations by valuing 

the people who are a part of it and believes 

the learning environment we are able to 

offer our students is directly linked to the 

work environment we are able to offer our 

employees.

https://www.dcsdk12.org/cms/one.aspx?portalid=220484&pageid=5761407
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Students and families interested in 
the GED program at D.C. Oakes 
can find more information by calling 
303-387-0675 or visiting bit.ly/DCSDGED.

Douglas County School District’s 
graduation rate continues to rise each 
year and we are incrediblly proud of 

our graduates. However, for students who are 
struggling with traditional high school, DCSD 
offers alternative schools and a GED path 
through Daniel C. Oakes High 
School.
          For students like Ian Ewers, 
taking the General Education 
Development (GED) test can 
mean the difference between 
launching a career and not 
completing high school.

          

          “I was always doodling on my papers,  
”he recalls. “My teachers could not get me to 
look up and learn.”
          When it became apparent he would 
not finish his senior year of high school, he 
considered taking the GED test at D.C. Oakes 

High School. It allowed him to 
finish his secondary education 
instead of dropping out. 
          Professional Learning 
Specialist Mary Hoffmann 
launched the program in 2018. 
Students can access free tutoring 
and practice tests through a 

partnership with Douglas County Libraries 
and, when they are ready to take the official 
GED test, Hoffmann and her staff provide the 
certified testing center.
          Having a certified testing center in Castle 
Rock has made the test more accessible for 
Douglas County students. Prior to the center’s 
opening, students had to take the test in 
Denver or Colorado Springs, which created 
considerable transportation and time barriers. 
          Twelve students have passed the test this 
school year, which has opened a whole new 
set of opportunities. Community colleges and 
other institutions are beginning to recognize 
the GED as a near-equivalent to a high school 
diploma.

Preparing For the Future
GED Pathway Through D.C. Oakes High School  
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Students

https://www.dcsdk12.org/schools_academics/schools/alternative_education
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lrV9dSG6TM
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While many seniors graduating from DCSD attend college after high school, what 
options are available to the students who don’t? That’s where the Future Career 
Showcase comes in. Now in its third year, the showcase has become a valuable 

networking event for seniors looking to get into a trade school. Students have the chance 
to speak with professionals in fields such as medicine, culinary, construction, engineering, 
and more.  
           “I think it’s a great opportunity to figure out what you want to do,” said Isabella, a 
Freshman at Mountain Vista High School.
           Mountain Vista Senior Evan Rouch 
echoed her thought: “The showcase gave me 
hope that I’m actually going to do something 
with my life.” 
          As the Future Career Showcase 
continues to grow, organizers aim to host 
one in each region of the district -- Castle 
Rock, Highlands Ranch, and Parker.  

Beyond the Classroom

Student-Founded 
Oasis 
Mental Health
Wins $100,000 Grant 
Two seniors from ThunderRidge High School 
who founded Oasis Mental Health in 2018 
got some serious backing. Through the Junior 
Achievement program, Mia Hayden and 
Melanie Zhou pitched their nonprofit model 
at the Denver Startup Week competition. 
Despite competing against more experienced 
entrepreneurs, Hayden and Zhou won the 
entire competition -- receiving a $100,000 
grant for Oasis Mental Health. 

For 14 years, Douglas County 
students have been connecting 
with local public officials at the 

Youth Congress event, held annually at the 
Colorado State Capitol. Through discussion 
and collaboration, students spoke out on ideas 
relevant to their generation.
          Most importantly, the students were in 
the same space as Douglas County lawmakers 
who openly listened. 

          “There’s definitely a difference between 
someone hearing you and someone listening 
to you,” says Liz Tennyson, a Junior at Legend 
High School.
          For the 2019 Youth Congress, students 
closed the gap between hearing and listening 
by leading the breakout sessions themselves. 
Students discussed several different topics 
including Mental Health, Youth Voice, 
Prosocial Behaviors, Substance Abuse, and         

Transportation. By the end of the day, students 
were tasked with creating an action plan and 
presenting before the group.
          Perhaps the students who attended 
will use their action plans to start something 
new in their communities, or lawmakers 
will incorporate the youth voice into policy 
decisions. Either way, Youth Congress will 
continue to connect students with leaders for 
years to come. 

2020 Graduations
Visit 

bit.ly/DCSD2020Grads 
for detailed information 

and Livestream links.

 

In November, approximately 5,000 eighth-grade students attended 
the annual Eighth Grade Career Expo hosted by the Foundation for 
Douglas County Schools. Representatives from over 72 companies 
and organizations were ready to speak with students and answer their 
questions. Students even prepared for the expo by exploring their 
career interests and learning business etiquette.

Eighth Grade Career Expo

Future Career Showcase

Youth Congress 2019: Where Youth Voices Meet Open Ears     
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wJhh98C8y48&feature=youtu.be
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Celebrations

DCSD’s Graduation 
Rate Continues to Rise! 
Douglas County School District’s four-year graduation rate for 2019 was 
91.7% -- up nearly one percentage point from 90.8% in 2018. DCSD 
has one of the highest graduation rates in the Denver metro area and 
our rate has risen each year since 2010. Thank you to all of our amazing 
educators for their dedication to each of our 68,000 students!

DCSSC Grant
Student Assistance 
Expands Programs for At-
Risk Students

Thanks to a grant from the Colorado Department 
of Education, the Douglas County Student Support 
Center (DCSSC) will receive $1.2 million dollars to 
fund increased truancy intervention programming 
for a minimum of 2,840 district-wide secondary 
students who are truant, at-risk for suspension, or 
expelled over the next four years. Students who 
may not be able to travel to DCSSC’s intensive 

programming will have more opportunities to receive tutoring, counseling, 
assessments, and support at their main schools.

National Merit Scholarship 
Semifinalists
DCSD is pleased to announce the names of 
29 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists, 
representing less than one percent of U.S. high school 
seniors. These academically talented students advance 
in the competition, which awards 7,600 National Merit 
Scholarships worth more than $31 million.

1.   Rachel Absher, Legend High School
2.   Rachel Bigler, SkyView Academy
3.   Andrew Burcham, Mountain Vista High School
4.   Jayendra Chauhan, Rock Canyon High School
5.   Anand Chundi, SkyView Academy
6.   Kayla Fairweather, Ponderosa High School
7.   Derek Fearon, Rock Canyon High School
8.   Trevor Fox, Mountain Vista High School
9.   Viyan Giri, Rock Canyon High School
10. Keelin Hunt, Mountain Vista High School
11. Hope James, Rock Canyon High School
12. Ashley Kozlowski, Rock Canyon High School
13. Christopher Kraft, Mountain Vista High School
14. Brady LeJeune-DeAcutis, ThunderRidge High School
15. Kyle Lewis, Douglas County High School
16. Sophia Mickus, Highlands Ranch High School
17. Allison O’Brien, Mountain Vista High School
18. Isaac Resnikoff, Highlands Ranch High School
19. Reed Rohr, ThunderRidge High School
20. Grace Ryan, STEM School Highlands Ranch
21. Wesley Shih, Rock Canyon High School
22. Thomas Starr, Ponderosa High School
23. Samyukta Vakkalanka, Douglas County High School
24. Devin Warner, Highlands Ranch High School
25. Sage Wheeler, Rock Canyon High School
26. Felix Wilton, Rock Canyon High School
27. Emily Yi, Rock Canyon High School
28. Vivian Zheng, Rock Canyon High School
29. Melanie Zhou, ThunderRidge High School

Governor’s Distinguished 
Improvement Award
1.   Bear Canyon Elementary School
2.   Cherry Valley Elementary School
3.   Copper Mesa Elementary School
4.   Heritage Elementary School
5.   Larkspur Elementary School
6.   Lone Tree Elementary School
7.   Prairie Crossing Elementary School
8.   Ranch View Middle School 
9.   Rock Canyon High School
10. Saddle Ranch Elementary School
11. Timber Trail Elementary School

8
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Jordan Jackson is a senior at 
Castle View High School. He 
loves football —  he’s been 

playing the game since elementary 
school. Coaches and teammates 
often describe him as somebody 
with passion and intensity, but it’s his 
determination that sets him apart.
          Jackson’s 
favorite football 
team is the 
Kansas City 
Chiefs, but one 
of his favorite 
players is a 
Seattle Seahawk: 
linebacker 
Shaquem Griffin. 
Shaquem Griffin 
and Jordan 
Jackson share a 
common bond. 
          “I was born 
with it,” says 
Jordan. “It’s called Amniotic Band 
Syndrome. I was pretty much just 
born without a [left] hand.”
           Jordan’s dad, Ellery, was 
concerned when his son first wanted 
to play football, but Jordan has made 
a habit of proving people wrong.          

          “The first practice when I saw 
him hit someone  — I knew he’d be 
fine,” said Jordan’s dad.
          For one of his final games 
as a linebacker for the Sabercats, 
Jordan invited a ClearSky Elementary 
fifth-grader named Ryan Snow to 
the sidelines.  Snow, who also has 

Amniotic Band 
Syndrome sees 
a role model in 
Jordan. 
           “I’ve heard 
that he’s been a 
really good football 
player,” says Snow. 
“When I was 
younger I thought 
there was nobody 
else in the world 
that had a hand 
difference like 
mine. When you 
meet someone, 

it makes you feel so much better that 
you’re not alone in the world.”
           Jordan is planning on playing 
college football next year. He dreams 
of playing professionally. His dad has 
learned not to doubt.  
          “He can do whatever. He can do 
anything he wants.”

Celebrations

CVHS Football Star’s 
Determination Inspires
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“When I was younger 
I thought there was 
nobody else in the 
world that had a 

hand difference like 
mine. When you 

meet someone, it 
makes you feel so 
much better that 

you’re not alone in 
the world.”

John Irwin 
Schools of Excellence
1.   Academy Charter School
2.    Bear Canyon Elementary
3.   Ben Franklin Academy
4.   Buffalo Ridge Elementary School
5.   Challenge To Excellence Charter School
6.   Coyote Creek Elementary School
7.   Gold Rush Elementary School
8.   Heritage Elementary School
9.   Lone Tree Elementary School
10. North Star Academy
11. Northridge Elementary School
12. Parker Core Knowledge Charter School
13. Platte River Academy
14. Redstone Elementary School
15. Rock Canyon High School
16. Saddle Ranch Elementary School
17. Timber Trail Elementary School
18. STEM School Highlands Ranch
19. Stone Mountain Elementary School
20. Summit View Elementary School
21.  Wildcat Mountain Elementary School 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKn4tgwVG30&feature=youtu.be
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10 th Annual Veterans Day Ceremony 
at Cimarron Middle School
Students Were Hands-On in Producing the Celebration

A crisp Friday morning in November 
marked something remarkable: 
Cimarron Middle School held its 10th 

Annual Veterans Day Ceremony. As service 
members and their families arrived, students 
greeted them at the doors and gave each 
person a small American flag.  Although some 
things have changed at the school since 2009, 
one thing hasn’t — students drive the Veterans 
Day Ceremony from organization to decoration 
to coverage.
          In recent years an addition 
to student involvement in the 
ceremony is the Livestream video 
filmed and produced by technology 
teacher, Scott Melanson’s Electronic 
Media class.
            “People from all over the 
country catch our Livestreams, which is really 
amazing,” said Melanson. “So many people 
watched last year that we went over our usage 
limit — it was a ton!”
          To capture the ceremony, the 
broadcasting crew used two cameras 
mounted on tripods on the upper level with 
two mobile cameras on monopods moving 
along the main floor, all feeding into a mixer 
run by eighth-grader Colin Flaherty.
          “I have to make sure everything goes 
smoothly,” said Flaherty, who was running the 
mixer for the first time. “It’s gratifying to know

that I can look at the Livestream online and I 
can say I did that. Those are the shots I wanted.’”
          Emma Poole, an eighth-grader operating 
one of the monopod cameras, enjoyed 
capturing different types of shots, especially 
how veterans and their families felt during the 
ceremony. Poole felt honored to be part of the 
celebration.
           “People put their lives on the line and 
they go away from their families for so long,” 

said Poole. “Nobody my age or somebody who 
hasn’t served can understand, so we need to 
honor veterans and give them a big thanks.”
          Poole helped ready the school for their 
visitors by decorating the walls and staircases 
while other students made sure the slideshow 
was perfect and the historian speakers were 
prepared.
          “Seeing the smiles on people’s faces and 
being able to thank them is very rewarding for 
us,” Poole said.
          One former Air Force veteran, Eugene 
Whitehouse, was especially appreciative.
          

          “I’ve always enjoyed what the kids put 
together, especially the American flags around 
the hallways. They’re very inspirational, they 
really are,”  Whitehouse said. “It shows the kids 
have an idea of what is happening in the world 
— that war is real and that coming back is real.”
          Whitehouse has seen nine grandchildren 
go through Cimarron Middle School 
and graduate from Legend High School. 
Although he no longer has students there, 

he has attended nine out of ten 
ceremonies.  
          “I still enjoy coming and 
watching everything,”  Whitehouse 
said. “The kids do a wonderful job.”
          Melanson’s Electronic 
Publishing class was also on the 
floor capturing emotional images 

for the Cimarron Middle School yearbook. 
Seventh-grader Grady Gonzales said it was 
his first time photographing an event and 
the images of veterans weeping during the 
ceremony stuck out in his mind.
            “It’s important to show that kind of thing 
because sometimes veterans don’t get enough 
respect,” said Gonzales. “The images show that 
we can do little things to make the world a 
better place.”

View the full gallery of celebrations at 
bit.ly/DCSDVeteransDay2019

“Seeing the smiles on people’s 
faces and being able to thank them 

is very rewarding for us.”

Opposite: Photos contributed by eighth 
graders Lolo Schafer and Sandy Hollenbaugh 
of Cimarron Middle School

https://www.facebook.com/pg/DCSDK12/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157483351045801
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Community

Eldorado Elementary partnered with College 
View Elementary for a From Gratitude 
to Giving Challenge. Together, students 
donated enough food to feed 50 families an 
entire Thanksgiving meal.

#GratitudeWeek

Ranch View Middle School staff 
received the gift of gratitude for 
all they do with a chili bar from 
their PTA.

Sage Canyon’s Elementary Student 
Leadership Council hosted its 15th 
Annual Turkey Drive. They collected 701 
non-perishable food items and 57 frozen 
turkeys for the Denver Rescue Mission.
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Spring 2020 Seminars

Research shows that when 

parents and families are involved 

in learning, they will have a more 

active role in the educational 

process. This heightened 

engagement in education 

positively impacts the academic 

and social success of children. 

In partnership with

Jekyll and Hyde: 
Teen Mood Swings and How to Handle Them
Wednesday, February 12 | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sky Ridge Medical Center in Lone Tree

safeTALK: 
Identifying and Responding to Signs of Suicide
Wednesday, March 11 | 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Sky Ridge Medical Center in Lone Tree

College or Career? 
How DCSD Gets Your Student There!
Wednesday, April 15 | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sky Ridge Medical Center in Lone Tree

Gifted Education 101: 
Identify, Plan, Serve
Wednesday, May 6 | 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Sky Ridge Medical Center in Lone Tree Parent 

Resource 
Center 
dcsdk12.org/PRC 
Everything 
DCSD Parents Need In 
One Spot

Learning

Enroll Now
Get more info/registration at 
http://bit.ly/ParentUDCSD
Free admission
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https://www.dcsdk12.org/cms/one.aspx?pageId=10651532
https://www.dcsdk12.org/parents___students/family_resources/parent_engagement/parent_university
https://www.dcsdk12.org/parents___students/family_resources/parent_engagement/parent_university
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Northridge Elementary 

In a school of just 630 students, there are 21 languages spoken at 
Northridge Elementary in Highlands Ranch. Students, parents, and staff 
from many different countries such as Russia, Taiwan, and Mexico came 

together to celebrate their diversity with Multicultural Night.
          “It started as a way to support our specials,” says Principal Katie Lynch. “We 
have both Mandarin and Spanish here. Brain development occurs at a greater value 
when you add foreign language at a younger age.”
          The event has now blossomed into an evening for the entire community, 
filled with music, art, games, and cuisine. 
          Spanish teacher Irma Morgione enjoys the event: “It’s what brings us together 
as a community.”
          For Lynch, it’s her favorite time of year.
          “It doesn’t matter where you came from. It doesn’t matter where you’re born. 
At Northridge, you’re home.”

Learning
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Bridging the Gap Between 
Schools and Families  

Approximately 4,000 of our school district’s 68,000 students are 
emerging bi-linguals. Their families are sometimes too - which means 
they are still learning English. 

          “The information gap is the number one barrier,” says Patsy Roybal, owner of 
Families for Excellence in Education and expert in parent involvement, primarily 
with Mexican and Latino families. “And a lot of that has to do with language.”
          As part of a grant, DCSD’s English as a Second Language team partnered 
with Roybal to design a parent leadership course designed to introduce 
non-native speaking families to the school district. In the course they learned 
about the different tools and resources they could leverage in navigating and 
understanding the school system.
          “You want to participate, you want to be involved, but you really can’t 
because you’re not fluent in the language,” says parent Alejandro Palacios.
          Graduates of the program are now leaders, better equipped to engage with 
the school community and reach out to families who share the same struggles. 
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Stay Connected
Subscribe to DCSD’s monthly email 

newsletter to receive regular Supt’s On videos 

from Superintendent Dr. Tucker, student and 

staff stories of outstanding accomplishments, 

and important school district announcements. 

It’s the must-have for every parents’ inbox.

Subscribe and view the archive at 

bit.ly/DCSDPURPOSE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHH2FG_2Zk8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Ugzisl0wlE
http://bit.ly/DCSDPURPOSE


Learning

Schools Celebrate Fall Literacy Week 
With Read Alouds and a Digital Bookmobile

E arly October brings to Colorado many things - 
autumn colors, pumpkin spice lattes, and cooler 
weather. From October 7-11, it also brought a 

love of reading to students across Douglas County as 
elementary schools celebrated Fall Literacy Week.
          Douglas County School District staff visited 
schools to read to eager students, excited to explore 
new worlds in the pages of fun children’s books like 
We Are Welcome, We Don’t Eat Our Classmates, and 
The Pigeon Has to Go To School during read 
aloud sessions. 
          In addition to these events, Redstone 
Elementary and Iron Horse Elementary were visited 
by a Digital Bookmobile, sponsored by OverDrive. This 
huge, colorful semi-truck visits libraries and schools 
across the nation.
          “Our goal was to spread reading happiness,” 
said Digital Book Expert Marissa Gillett. “We promote 
literacy all year long.”
          During Fall Literacy Week, the Digital Bookmobile 
showcased a free app for students: Sora. The app 
makes reading easy and accessible for any age level. 
Readers can export notes and word definitions, earn 
achievement badges, read supplementary material for 
classes, and even borrow ACT and SAT prep books.
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Read more about 
Kendall’s experience 
with DCSD’s social-
emotional learning 
supports on page 20.
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Staff Launch Event
When our students and schools 
flourish, so does our community.

District

T he day broke bright and early while 
thousands of DCSD employees 
flooded into the Pepsi Center in 

the heart of Denver. From neighborhood 
schools to charter schools, to classified staff 
and administrators, every facet of the school 
district was represented. For the first time in 
over a decade, DCSD staff was under one roof. 
        “Today is a celebration that we as a district 
and a community have come together,” said 
Andy Abner, principal of Rock Canyon High 
School. “We have voiced what we want in our 
school district. Today’s a celebration of those 
voices.” 
        Conversations about the DCSD’s new 
Strategic Plan began in early 2019, when 
DCSD gathered feedback from approximately 
300 community members and 500 staff 
members during open input sessions. The 
feedback was used to craft an online survey 
that dug deeper into that community and 

staff insight. Over 30,000 teachers, leaders, 
staff, community members, and students 
completed the survey. Their responses helped 
outline the priorities in the strategic plan that 
launched this past fall. 
        Throughout the process, one message 
rose above the rest: student success must be 
defined by more than academic skills.
        Abner said, “It is imperative that our 
students find personal growth and fulfillment 
in a safe and supportive environment that 
also develops those soft skills [that ensure 
social, emotional, and physical wellbeing].”
        The Strategic Plan Launch was about 
more than a road map for the school district.
       “It’s all about the kids,” said Mammoth 
Heights Elementary Elementary principal, Nick 
Holtvluwer. “I’m extremely proud to be a part 
of this strong Douglas County community.”
        

          In a speech that had the crowd 
cheering and on their feet, Kendall Meibos, 
an eighth-grader from Rocky Heights Middle 
School, reminded everyone in attendance the 
importance of their daily work. 
         “You are here to help students like me 
reach my potential and have a positive impact 
on society. Students like me need staff like 
you, you know us kids, you know when 
something is off and we need an advocate.”
        “It feels as if a new day has dawned,” 
remarked Colleen Meyer, a sixth-grade 
teacher at Saddle Ranch Elementary. 
“It dawns with excitement, hope, clarity, 
resources, innovative thinking, and thoughtful 
leadership.”

Learn more about the Growing 
Together Strategic Plan by visiting 
www.strategicplan.dcsdk12.org

Health, 
Safety and 
Social-Emotional 
Supports for 
Students

Post-
Graduation 
Guidance and 
Preparation

Positive and 
Supportive 
Culture

Aligned 
Curriculum 
with Flexible 
Instructional 
Delivery

Equitable 
Distribution of 
Resources

Recruitment, 
Retention and 
Development 
of High-Quality 
Employees

https://www.dcsdstrategicplan.org/
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The first day of school is always 
a day of great anticipation for a 
principal. Lacey Dahl of Meadow View 

Elementary is no exception. She just didn’t 
expect to do it twice in one month.
          After a summer of planning, and only 
three weeks into the new school year, Meadow 
View Elementary was forced to start again after 
a broken water line caused massive flooding 
inside the school.
          “It was pretty substantial,” said Dahl. 
“There was about five feet of water in Meadow 
View’s crawl space.”
          Her initial thoughts were with her 
students and staff. 
          “Once we started learning the severity of 
the issue, my wheels started turning, like ‘what’s 
this gonna look like for our families and our 
kiddos?’”          
          What happened over the next week 
reinforced what Dahl already knew - her 
community is special. While classes were 
canceled for the week, Meadow View 

Elementary was moved to a nearby, temporary 
location in just three days.
          Teachers set up classrooms. Families 
brought food. Students made encouraging 
signs. 
          “District departments and their specialized 
teams have been here constantly trying to get 
us set up for everything that we need,” said 
Dahl. “Oh my gosh, it was amazing! In fact, I’m 
gonna get choked up even talking about it.”
          The entire Meadow View Community 
came together to make sure that students felt 
welcomed on their second first day of school.
          It was a day filled with emotions for 
everyone as kids looked for their teachers 
outside of the new building. Some students 
who walk to school rode the bus for the first 
time. 
          Meadow View students attended class at 
the new location for a few months while repairs 
were being made to their school building. As 
everyone settled into the new routine, many 
reflected on the experience. 

           “Meadow View is still alive,” said third-
grade teacher Nicole Chavira. “You can see it 
beating and surviving and doing great things.” 
          “Parents were ready to send their kiddos 
and kiddos were ready to come in the building 
with us,” said Dahl, smiling. “We couldn’t ask for 
more than that.”
          What was evident on this second first 
day of school was that the Meadow View 
community is not defined by a building.   
          Meadow View Elementary returned to its 
home building on Wednesday, January 8.

Meadow View 
Elementary

More Than 
a Building
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More Than 
a Building

Some are more noticeable than others. 
All are making a difference for our students. 

The funding made available by the passage of the November 2018 Bond is making 
much-needed upgrades possible. So far, some of our schools have received new roofs, 
new floors, new bleachers, and even new athletic turf.  

Other schools are receiving information technology and building systems upgrades. Read 
more at bit.ly/MLOBond.

Safety  
“The old roof leaked, causing us to have 

buckets all over the halls. It was also 
very unsafe for any district workers who 

needed to be up there.” 
Kirsten Bloomfield, Principal, 

Iron Horse Elementary

Style
“The old bleachers were old 

and did not have any curb appeal. 
The new bleachers really brighten up 

the gym with our vibrant school 
colors and their sleek design.”

Nikki Ballow, Principal, 
ThunderRidge High School

Pride
“I’ve never seen the building look better! 

The new flooring has instilled a new 
sense of pride within our student body, 

teachers, staff, and community. 
They love the new, modern look.” 

Tim Ottmann, Principal, 
Ponderosa High School

Maintenance 
“The [new] fully-adhered 

roof system will make identification 
easier and repairs faster.” 

Wayne Blazek, 
DCSD Facilities Planning Manager

School Improvements 
Move Forward

District

TRHS Old Bleachers TRHS New Bleachers

Ponderosa High School Receives New Carpeting

https://www.dcsdk12.org/about/our_district/m_l_o__bond_updates
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Kendall Meibos, Eighth-Grade, 
Rocky Heights Middle School 
and mother, Corin
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The bright morning sun peeked 
over the hills in Castle Rock, 
driving summer heat onto the 

outdoor Philip S. Miller Amphitheater 
for a meeting on August 20, 2019. But 
this wasn’t just any meeting: more 
than 300 smiling DCSD counselors, 
psychologists, and social workers all 
gathered for the first DCSD Mental Health 
Kickoff.
          “It’s rare that we get an opportunity to meet 
as a collective group and bring all of [our] Mental 
Health [team] together,” said Stephanie Crawford-
Goetz, DCSD Director of Mental Health, summing up 
the importance of the event.
          Awaiting each attendee who entered the 
amphitheater was a vibrant, colorful, glittering 
Calming Jar made by Kendall Meibos, an eighth-
grader at Rocky Heights Middle School.
          Kendall began making Calming Jars after his 
counselor, Lori Qui, loaned him one last school year. 
“It helped me take my mind off of things and to 
focus on one thing,” Kendall said. “It really helped me 
so I wanted to help other kids that struggle  
with anxiety.”
          The ambitious middle schooler set out to 
make 80 Calming Jars over the summer as part 
of his Eagle Scout credential, sending out a call 
for supplies on social media, and through friends 
and family. Most jars use a combination of shaving 
cream, water, food coloring, glitter, and water 
Orbeez. The coveted I-Spy Jars have 30-35 tiny 
objects inside, tumbling among the colorful swirls.
          By August, Kendall had made 940 Calming Jars 
with the help of 52 volunteers -- enough to give 
to every DCSD counselor, psychologist, and social 
worker who wanted one.
          Each Calming Jar comes with a sticker 
reminding students how to use it:

First, shake the jar and watch the contents. 
While breathing in and out slowly, students are 
encouraged to notice what they see, what they 
hear, what they smell, and how they feel.

          “It helped me pull myself out of my 
worry brain and notice the world around 
me,” said Kendall. “I was able to see that 
people around me cared for and love me.”
          Corin Meibos, Kendall’s mother, 
appreciates the jars.

          “They allow kids to get their minds 
off of things, or if they have time in the 

office and they’re waiting for someone to 
pick them up, they’re able to keep themselves 

busy with something quiet,” Corin explained. “Mental 
illness hits our family close. It’s just nice to know the 
community is listening and aware.”
          Kendall was also the opening speaker for 
the inagural Mental Health Kickoff. Dressed in his 
Boy Scouts uniform, he expressed his gratitude for 
the support he has received from mental health 
professionals in Douglas County. 
          “I’m thankful that the community I live in 
knows that mental health is important. I am grateful 
that the district has mental health and safety of 
kids like me as a number one priority,” said Kendall. 
“It was through the Youth Mental Health First Aid 
class...that my mom was taught that it was okay to 
ask difficult questions, which ended up saving the 
life of someone that I love.”
          For Kendall, the jars are a way to give back.
          “I hope the students in your care will be able 
to use the calming jars to find the calm part of their 
brain and to know that everything will be okay.”
          “Kendall exemplifies why [our] work is 
important,” said Lead Counselor Aaron Ragon. “We 
don’t always know what’s going to happen as a 
result of a kid we worked with...[so] to see [Kendall’s
project] is a really affirming experience.” 

Making Strides 
for Mental Health 

An Eagle Scout Project to Help 
Students Struggling With Anxiety

21  |  DCSD Together -  Winter 2019-202020



23  |  DCSD Together -  Winter 2019-2020

One critical aspect of the Mental Health 
Kickoff was that it brought the school 
district’s numerous mental health 

professionals together. 
          “It was amazing to get all of the mental 
health professionals in the district together, 
which is not something we’ve been able to 
do before,” Crawford-Goetz reflected. “This big 
event shows that we are a united group taking 
care of each other.”
          The mental health professionals were 
also excited about the new hires. Over the 
summer, DCSD added 80 new counselors to 
its ranks thanks to the Mill Levy Override that 
passed in November 2018. Many of the Mental 
Health Kickoff attendees expressed enthusiasm 

for what the additional counselors will do for 
students in DCSD.
          “I’m extremely excited about the new 
counseling positions,” said Emily Benson, a 
Counselor for Prevention at Cimarron Middle 
School. “It’s such a great thing for our district 
and so necessary.”
          Of the 80 new positions, 40 went to 
elementary schools that had never had their 
own in-house counselors before.
          Counselor Rose Walsh, also at Cimarron 
Middle School, said she supports elementary 
school counselors. “I think it is really good and 
best practice with our kids in preparing them 
to go into middle school and high school.”
          

Overall, the Mental Health Kickoff set a united, 
energetic tone for the 2019-20 school year.
          The DCSD Personalized Learning 
department hopes to gather the school 
district’s mental health professionals again 
during the school year and plans to host its 
second Mental Health Kickoff in 2020.

DCSD Counselors, Psychologists, 
and Social Workers Gathered for the First Time     

Spotlight
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O  ver 200 Douglas County School 
District (DCSD) mental health 
professionals, administrators, and 

teachers came together at the Highlands 
Ranch Mansion in November to discuss an 
uncommon topic -- Restorative Justice and 
Restorative Practice (RJ/RP).
          Workshops like this one bring together 
DCSD staff with different backgrounds and 
roles to a common goal -- supporting the 
mental health of the students in their care.
          DCSD Health, Wellness, and Prevention 
Director Zac Hess, who leads the team that 

organizes the RP/RJ workshops, points to the 
importance of teachers and administrators 
participating.
          “You get to learn skills that you can do 
in your classroom and your level,” Hess said. 
“Anybody can use these principles.”
          But what are the principles of RJ/RP and 
why is DCSD so enthusiastic about it?
          At its core, RJ/RP is an alternative way to 
think about crime, conflict, and criminal justice. 
It’s less about punishing the offender and more 
about repairing the fabric of community peace 
by making the offender accountable to those 
around them. The RJ/RP framework provides 
strict guidelines for better understanding and 
addressing behaviors as a community.
          As a demonstration of the power of 
RJ/RP, the keynote speaker at November’s 
workshop gave an intimate insight into how 
the framework transformed his school.

          20-year-old Zyshaun Jackson from 
Colorado Springs graduated from Sierra High 
School where he had implemented a Peer Jury 
class that practiced RJ/RP
           “Restorative Justice is all about building 
relationships,” Jackson explained. “Everyone 
wants a comfortable learning experience at 
school, students and teachers alike. So we 
would ask students questions like ‘What’s going 
on in your life?’ and  “What do you need that the 
school can provide?’ Together we would find a 
solution.”
          Now, as part of the National Planning 
Committee for Restorative Justice and the 
Youth Voice Facilitator for El Paso County, 
Jackson shares his experiences with school 
districts like Douglas County.
          Jackson’s advice?
          “Be vulnerable. Be open. This whole 
experience requires people to be open. It will 
never work if you’re not open.”

Staff Learned Ways to Support Mental Health With 
Restorative Justice and Practice

Spotlight

23  |  DCSD Together -  Winter 2019-2020



25  |  DCSD Together -  Winter 2019-202024

New Faces of DCSD Counseling

Dr. Alejandra Chavez-Stuart
Iron Horse Elementary, Parker

What brings you to Iron Horse 
Elementary

          I’m following my dream! Ever since I 
started counseling I wanted to work with 
elementary students and I finally had the 
chance when I was hired by DCSD. Elementary 
kids are incredible. There’s so much growth 
and learning that happens with this age group 
-- they catch on so quickly! I love helping them 
build foundational skills that will help them 
become successful problem-solving adults.

As you know, the 2018 Mill Levy 
Override (MLO) enabled DCSD to hire 
80 new counselors, 40 of whom went 
to elementary schools that did not 
previously have dedicated counselors. 
What was it like for you to be part of 
that new development?

          To me, new counselors in elementary 
schools represent meaningful progress, 
especially considering the people who came 
before me who spent time lobbying and           
          People have always understood the 
importance of mental health, but by spending 
time and resources on newcomers like me, it 
communicates a public commitment to our 
students.

Read the whole interview at bit.ly/
ChavezStuartProfile

Kayla Knoll
Franktown Elementary, Franktown

What is like being the first counselor 
at Franktown Elementary?

          It’s been wonderful! The teachers are 
great, the admin [team] is great, the kids are 
great. I remember the first couple of days 
the kids didn’t know who I was, so I was very 
determined to get started doing classroom 
lessons right away and trying to memorize 
their names. Now I’m getting waves and hugs 
from students everywhere I go!
          I truly feel like I’m getting closer 
and closer to the students already. I make 
connections with kids pretty easy. That’s part of 
being a good counselor. It is very fulfilling for 
me to build those relationships.

What kind of programs are you doing 
with the students?

          A lot of kids struggle with anxiety. To 
help, I’m facilitating multiple anxiety groups 
and also teaching social-emotional lessons 
in the classrooms. I am also working with 
groups focusing on social skills and self control 
with more to come! Many students visit me 
independently in my office and we also started 
a kindness program at our school. 

Read the whole interview at bit.ly/KnollProfile

Ann Fitch
Gold Rush Elementary, Parker

What role does the Elementary Lead 
Counselor have?

          Four years ago, DCSD had a small group 
of six elementary counselors for the entire 
district. We were such a small group back 
then! As a group, we knew that we needed to 
find a way to connect monthly and meet to 
align practices and start building the group. 
Three years ago, I became the lead elementary 
counselor and worked with our group on 
creating a vision and what we wanted the role 
of an elementary counselor to look like. Our 
group slowly grew to eight and then to ten - 
now we are at 45!    
          I continue to organize and hold our 
monthly elementary meetings and also have 
some other “big rocks” as a lead counselor 
that I work on. We built an elementary 
counseling resources library that holds different 
curriculums and programs for us and I also run 
different types of professional development to 
support elementary counseling.

Do you support other elementary 
counselors a lot?

          I try! I love to be a support and help 
mentor some of our new elementary 
counselors. We have so many AMAZING people 
that joined DCSD and I love their new ideas 
and energy!

Read the whole interview at bit.ly/FitchProfile

Spotlight
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Alumni

M any people return to their old 
high school, reminiscing over fond 
memories of teachers and friends. 

However, not many return as a full-fledged 
judge as one Ponderosa High School alum did 
for a program called Courts in the Community.
          The alum, Judge Jaclyn Casey Brown of 
the 11th Judicial District of the Colorado Court 
of Appeals, returned to preside over two 
court cases on the auditorium stage she once 
performed on as a student.
          “I always had high goals for myself,” 
Brown said, “I was involved in a lot of 
Advanced Placement classes and I think the 
academic rigor at Ponderosa High School 
prepared me to succeed in college and law 
school.”          
          Brown emphasized that her involvement 
on the Poms dance team demanded 
excellence of her as a student and as a sport 
-- setting a framework for self-discipline that 
came in handy as a litigator.
          

          She didn’t always have her sights set 
on the stand – when Brown graduated from 
Ponderosa High School in 1999, she wanted 
to pursue medicine with an emphasis in 
molecular cellular biology. When that didn’t 
pan out, she gravitated towards a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts in acting. Ultimately, it was an 
English degree that gave her the foundation 
she needed for law school.
          “I think it’s awesome,” said Ponderosa 
Junior Murphy Schaff of Brown returning for 
Courts in the Community. “It really shows 
what this school can do for you.”
          Schaff, along with an auditorium full 
of students, witnessed Judge Brown at work 
as lawyers presented arguments before her 
and two other judges: John Daniel Dailey and 
David J. Richman.
          The Courts in the Community program 
was developed in 1986 to give high school 
students insight into the Colorado judicial 
system and illustrate how disputes are 
resolved in a democratic society. The two 
cases the students witnessed were not mock 
proceedings.

          For some students, witnessing real cases 
made a huge difference.
          “It’s one thing learning about it in class,” 
said Junior Max Panning, “But this is like a real-
world application of what we’re learning.”
          Teacher James Olsen thinks Courts in the 
Community was a great opportunity for his 
AP United States History students: “They can 
see the way the system works and employ the 
knowledge they’ve already learned.”
          Following arguments, students had the 
opportunity for question-and-answer sessions 
with the attorneys and judges.

All Rise! Alum Returns to the Halls of Ponderosa
High School Students Witness Real Court Cases   

DCSD Alums, Share Your Story! 

Did you have experiences at 
DCSD that shaped your future? 
We want to hear from you! Go 
to bit.ly/DCSDGoodNews and 
submit your story.
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  Judge Jaclyn Casey Brown, Ponderosa High School class of 1999

https://www.dcsdk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=220484&pageId=5758209
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First Day of School

Events

HalloWilcox 
Celebrates its Third Year
Nearly 800 students from Clear Sky Elementary, Cherry 
Valley Elementary, and Cantril Preschool visited DCSD’s main 
administration building for some Halloween fun. Thanks 
to donations from the community and staff members, 
students left with smiling faces and bags of treats. 

9/11 Memorial 
Stair Climb
Students from Cimarron Middle School 
and Ranch View Middle School climbed 
the equivalent of the 110 stories of the 
World Trade Center in this annual tribute 
at Red Rocks Amphitheatre. View more 
photos at bit.ly/StairClimbGallery.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/DCSDK12/photos/?tab=album&album_id=10157310050400801


Emergency Communications 
Standard Response Protocol

In order to create an environment conducive to learning, students and staff must feel safe and secure. That is why the Douglas County 
School District (DCSD) has created a comprehensive safety plan consisting of many layers, which are designed to protect our children and 
to respond in the event of a threat at one of our schools.

We follow Standard Response Protocol (SRP) in the event of an incident or threat. SRP involves four actions:

DCSD is committed to providing confirmed information to impacted families as soon as possible. When the SRP is activated at your child’s school, 
DCSD will send an emergency alert letting you know via phone, text, and email messaging - based on the emergency notification preferences you 
have chosen in the DCSD Infinite Campus Parent Portal. These initial notifications may not include many details, as the situation is developing and 
accurate information is being gathered. Additional updates will be sent as more information becomes available.

Families, be sure you are opted in to receive emergency communications. Check with your school’s registrar.

Reference the Parent Guide at bit.ly/ParentGuide2019-20 for more information
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Lockout
Secure the Perimeter

Lockdown
Locks, Lights, Out of Sight

Threat or hazard is inside the building
Doors are locked 

Everyone is silent
Example:  Active shooter

Threat or hazard is outside the building
Everyone is brought inside
Doors are locked
Learning continues indoors
Example:  Wildlife in the area

Evacuate
To the Announced 

Location

Shelter
For a Hazard Using a 

Safety Strategy
There is a need for personal protection

with students
Example:  Tornado

Students leave personal items behind
Students are moved from one location 
to another
Example:  Chemical spill inside the school

Be Informed - Connect With Us!

as possible. Sign up for phone, text and email alerts in Parent Portal 
or through your school’s registrar.

Anonymously Report Concerns
Safe2Tell: 1-877-542-7233             Text-A-Tip: tinyurl.com/dcsd-text-a-tip

https://www.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_220400/File/About/Departments/Communications/2019-20%20Parent%20Guide-8192019.pdf
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#Unityof Purpose
Our unity of purpose is to provide an 

educational foundation that allows each 

student to reach his or her individual 

potential while striving to maximize the 

potential of every student to pursue his or 

her chosen endeavor in society, including 

but not limited to postsecondary education, 

career, or military service.

Join the conversation
https://tinyurl.com/ConnectWithDCSD

620 Wilcox Street
Castle Rock, CO  80104
www.dcsdk12.org

Chaparrel Feeder 
Family Coding Night 2019

https://www.dcsdk12.org/parents___students/family_resources/d_c_s_d_app
https://www.dcsdk12.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DCSDK12/
https://twitter.com/dcsdk12?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/the_real_dougcoschools/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMZYhjMa26Mk1N44RoS5bPA

